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Superintendent Message
Spring is a great time to pause and think about new growth. I recently
went on a walk noticing the many varieties of plants and wildlife right in
my own neighborhood; trees blossoming, grass growing and birds
chirping. Trees may take years to mature while some plants only have a
season. For me, the sights and smells of spring are truly invigorating. 
 
This made me think of the change and growth our school system has
endured. Our ‘growing season’ has been a full year of development.
Perhaps not as invigorating as a springtime walk, the growth that our
system has undergone has given me a newfound appreciation of teaching and learning. Staff
members are revamping alternative learning options, teachers have grown in their professional

Upcoming Dates:
 

May 3-7: Teacher Appreciation Week
May 5: Vaccination Clinic for Teens
May 10: School Board Meeting
May 24: School Board Meeting
May 28: No School, Emergency Make-Up Day
May 31: No School, Memorial Day
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learning, and students have learned adaptive skills to serve them now and in the future. Our collective
progress amazes me. It has truly been more than just a season of growth for all of us.
 
As education evolves, so does our appreciation for teachers of all kinds. This year in particular, teacher
appreciation has taken on a whole new meaning. Teachers help our students bloom, grow and thrive.
Always, but especially in celebration of Teacher Appreciation Week May 3-7, I want to express my
deep gratitude to our teachers for their continued efforts to serve students and families.
 
Please join with me in celebrating teachers and the unanticipated learning that has taken place these
last several months. What may be perceived as learning loss this year, is an incredible opportunity for
growth and renewal.
 
In service and support,
 
Dr. John Polm

Full-Time In-Person Instruction for Fall
Puyallup School District is planning to offer full time in-person instruction
�ve days per week for all students in the 2021-22 school year. Health
and safety measures like mask wearing and physical distancing will likely
remain requirements, but we are committed to �nding creative solutions
to return all students, in all grades, full-time. That said, we realize some
families may have an educational preference and want an alternative learning model for their child. 
 
Families with students currently enrolled in Continuous Distance Learning (CDL) who seek a distance
learning option for fall will be offered an Alternative Learning Experience (ALE) through Puyallup
Digital Learning (PDL). This accredited online program will offer four alternative learning options for
grades K-5 and �ve alternative learning options for grades 6-12. Families can choose which option
best suits their child’s needs, based on learning requirements and parent involvement. Current CDL
families will be asked to participate in a Program Interest Survey April 30 – May 7 to help us in our fall
enrollment planning and to provide feedback.
 
Do families need to register for school or enroll in a learning model for fall?  
No. Just like in a typical school year, registration is not necessary unless you are new to the district or
entering Kindergarten. We are planning for a return of all students, regardless of current learning
model.
 
What should families do if they are interested in a remote, alternative learning option?  
Families seeking an alternative learning experience for fall should submit the Program Interest Survey
April 30 – May 7 and visit the Puyallup Digital Learning website for more information. Fall enrollment
for remote learning under Puyallup Digital Learning will open late Spring.
 
Will the COVID-19 vaccine be required for fall?  
State laws dictate vaccination requirements. Currently the COVID-19 vaccine is not a requirement for
school entry. Immunization requirements for public schools can be accessed on the Department of
Health website.
 
Information will continue to be shared with families as back-to-school, in-person plans evolve.
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month
May is Mental Health Awareness Month and the theme for Pierce County
is Tools 2 Thrive: Building Resiliency Through Community Connections.
There are several behavioral health resources available for families
through Kids’ Mental Health-Pierce County. 
 
A series of webinars to help build resiliency in the community are hosted
by Kids’ Mental Health Pierce County. Families can learn more and register for these upcoming
webinars:
 

Resilience; May 5 at 3 p.m.
Secondary Trauma and Self Care; May 12 at 3 p.m.
Suicide Prevention; May 17 at 3 p.m.
The Impact of Trauma on Childhood Development; May 19 at 3 p.m.

 
Kids’ Mental Health-Pierce County (KMHPC) is a coalition of people and agencies in Pierce County that
are joining together to address the growing behavioral health crisis among school age children and
youth.
 
A Youth Access Pass will link students to the KMHPC Resource page. These resources are available in
English, Spanish, and Russian.
 
Additional information about Mental Health Awareness Month can be found at National Alliance on
Mental Illness.

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3-7 
Join with us as we celebrate nearly 1,500 teachers throughout the Puyallup School District in
recognition of Teacher Appreciation Week May 3-7. 
 
In their mission to educate the children of our community, teachers serve in partnership with parents
to ensure the education of all children. While adapting to distance learning and the transition back to
in-person learning, teachers have faced many of the pandemic challenges alongside our students and
families. 
 
They inspire students to think strategically and to integrate experience and knowledge to form
reasoned judgements; and help students understand the importance of work and their contribution to
society. While making it a priority to get to know every student, teachers create a warm and welcoming
environment, and consistently show they care. We acknowledge all of you for your enthusiasm and
commitment to our students. 
 
We appreciate our teachers—they are making a huge impact on the children in this community. 
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Teen Vaccination Clinic May 5
Space is still available! Although, the COVID-19 vaccine is not a
requirement for school entry, you can help us in our reopening efforts by
sharing vaccination information with teens ages 16 and up. 
 
PSD, in partnership with Kirk’s Pharmacy, is hosting a vaccination clinic
for students ages 16 and up. The 2-dose P�zer vaccine will be
administered May 5 at Rogers High School. The second dose will be administered May 26.
 
Can’t make the May 5 vaccination date? No problem. Head to Pierce County’s vaccination clinic at the
Tacoma Dome through May 11. The site is open daily, 12 – 8 p.m. Those ages 16 and up are eligible to
register.

Right At School Summer Camp
Registration is now open for Right At School (RAS) Summer Camp. RAS
Summer Camp will be held at Dessie Evans Elementary June 21 – Aug.
13, 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. Cost is $225/week per child. Discounts apply and
state subsidy accepted. 
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RAS health and safety practices align to safety guidelines from the state and CDC. Read more on how
RAS is keeping summer camp safe and fun.

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender

expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

 
Non-Discrimination Statement

Facebook @PuyallupSD

Puyallup School District

302 2nd St SE, Puyallup, WA, U… communications@puyallup.k12…

(253) 841-1301 puyallup.k12.wa.us
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